Luke 9
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.”
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
2 quick thoughts on this passage: 
1. In a world obsessed with violence as a way of keeping order; producing safety and peace or of obtaining compliance and even adherence to faith. In a world where Trump believes that bombing Iranians will produce peaceful Iran rather than the one that sponsors the Huties, Hamas and Hesbala. Jesus outright rejects that thinking in James and John. You can bomb the world to pieces but not to peace. He is called the prince of peace for a reason.
2.  Jesus offers a balance of invitation and challenge. At the beginning of his ministry it is a series of invitations to something greater. Follow me and I will make you a fisher of men. But now as we approach the end of his ministry the challenges are being issued. The bar is being raised. This is not bait and switch but simply asking of the disciples what they are ready for based on their experience and faith. To these new comers who want to follow he expresses where the bar now is for the disciples – no where permanent to live; don’t get to see family; just plain hard work.
3. Put you hand to the plough. Anyone who has done this knows how hard this is. Looking ahead, keeping a straight line, working with you animal; keeping weight on the plough. 
4. Then at the very end Jesus asks us to remember him and gives us symbols of life and death. Shed blood; life spilled; life given; life restored in resurrection. 
5. We are to remember this in Jesus. But the ultimate challenge is that we are invited to share in this life – death to the old self, death to sin in our life, raised to new life in Christ. All this can be seen as a metaphor a way of living the Jesus life. But for the disciples at least and for thousands and thousands down through the years it has meant a physical reality.
6. When we eat and drink and remember Jesus we are eating and drinking and invitation into a way of living that can be particularly challenging. A way of peace, a way of life, a way of rejection, maybe a way of hardship and sacrifice, a way that will invite opposition and possible danger. 
7. As we eat and drink this morning may we remember his invitation into his many benefits and the challenge he offers of a radical discipleship.


