


1. Luke 18:1-8 
2. Jesus told them a parable, about how they should always pray and not give up.

2 “There was once a judge in a certain town,” he said, “who didn’t fear God, and didn’t have any respect for people. 3 There was a widow in that town, and she came to him and said, ‘Judge my case! Vindicate me against my enemy!’

4 “For a long time he refused. But, in the end, he said to himself, ‘It’s true that I don’t fear God, and don’t have any respect for people.
3. 5 But because this widow is causing me a lot of trouble, I will put her case right and vindicate her, so that she doesn’t end up coming and giving me a black eye.’

6 “Well,” said the master, “did you hear what this unjust judge says? 7 And don’t you think that God will see justice done for his chosen ones, who shout out to him day and night? Do you suppose he is deliberately delaying? 8 Let me tell you, he will vindicate them very quickly. But—when the son of man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
4. Q. What do you think Jesus is saying in this passage?
On the surface this passage seems to be saying we are to be annoying and rude with God. That God is somehow warn down into doing what we want him to do. And sometimes Christians have a vending machine approach to prayer with God. We ask God to do what we want and if he refuses we become disappointed or disillusioned. I have even heard people argue that if we pray according to God’s character or promises then he is required to do something for you as if God is my slave and if I can just get the wording or motive or technique right then God’s hand is forced. 

I believe Jesus is inviting us into something healthier. At the same time more confident and more intimate that just speaking to the magic supplier of goods in the sky. 

What Jesus appears to be saying here is that we need to wrestle with God.  

5. Have you ever wrestled with God? What was that like? 

6. The beginning and the end statements are an invitations into a co-longing. An intimate relationship where we desire the same things as God and remain faithful to that regardless of the evidence in front of us. When we go to God in prayer it has to be more than a transaction. It has to be a deep relationship. Pray and keep praying….will the son of man find faith when he comes?

7. Jesus is responding to the prayer of the people who had been praying for freedom from oppression for a long, long time. Apart from a brief respite Israel had been under one oppressor or another for hundreds of years. The Babylonians and Assyrians and Greeks and Romans. They continue to live under oppression. When Jesus says they will be vindicated or other translations say, “they will get Justice and quickly”. In part the people are thinking yes Lord let it be. And another part of their brain is probably saying: How? Are you talking war? Miracles? 

They had been waiting for the coming of the Messiah for hundreds of years: 800 years at least 400+ years since the exile. This is not been a quick answer to prayer.  

Yet this is often the way with prayer: When it happens it can sometimes feel like everything is happening all of a sudden.  

8. Do you remember the cold war. It seemed to stretch on indefinitely with only moderate thawing of relations all through my childhood and then came 1989 and the fall of the Berlin Wall and communist regimes right across Europe. Clearly opposition forces; people power; and the Spirit of God had been at work long before the actual political change. 

The judge here is a corrupt judge only interested in himself but is warn down. 

9. But when we come to God the language does change. It is not quite a one for one fit except that sometimes it can seem that God is taking a long time to answer. But we have this phrase “His chosen ones.” The position, the posture, the relationship is quite different from that of the old lady coming before the corrupt judge. 
Luther writes, “We don’t pray persistently to overcome God’s reluctance but to lay a hold of his willingness.” 

10. So why God Why so long oh Lord. - The Psalms are full of this wrestle – How long Oh Lord? 
Psalm 13 
U2 How Long Psalm 40

Jesus uses numerous pictures of reluctant people for God? You go and wake up a friend to give you a loaf of bread and initially they don’t want to get out of bed lest they wake their children. But because of shameless persistence he will get out of bed and help you. 

Don’t you who are evil give good gifts? 
And now a corrupt judge? 
And maybe Jesus is comparing the reluctance of humans with the goodness of God. 

Maybe God is answering our prayers all the time but we are not always aware or only see the final result. God is working in our life, growing us, teaching us, gifting this person, feeding another, directing this one, providing for another. But we can’t always see his hand. Maybe the lesson is “trust me, but give me some time…learn to trust.” 

11. In Revelation 1 it says: I am coming soon. It many ways that is present tense. He is come and he is yet to come. Some things have happened. The enemy is defeated but not yet killed. God’s Kingdom is inaugurated; he is partnering with us by the power of the Holy Spirit to see it established on earth but won’t be completed until his return.  

In other words we are still in the battle. A decisive blow has been struck but final victory still awaits. And in the middle of a war – we still cry how long Oh Lord. The thing about the book of Revelation and how we see God at work in the world more generally is _ We need an apocalypse – a revealing so that the curtain is drawn back and we get to see into the spiritual reality. 

And I can wish that the battle is done, that the unfinished matters are finished. That the wrong that oft seems strong would be dealt with once and for all. 

12. In the mean time we trust but are left with the unknown and the questions. These can often be unsettling. Questions like, “Why is there so much suffering in the world or Will the son of man find faith on earth?" 

13. Ask: What is the faith you think Jesus is looking for?

Will there be anyone who trusts and obeys? Will there be anyone who listens to widows and orphans in their distress and stands up for justice in this world? 

But somehow God is more patient that me. His heart responds to his chosen ones straight away. The answer is that God’s help is on the way. I have reason for hope, reason to wait. I have one I am hoping and waiting for. 

Sing - Hang on, help is on its way. I‘ll be fast as I can. 

14. It’s a bit like that scene from The Lion the Witch and Wardrobe. Aslan is the Jesus like figure in the stories. Did you hear ‘Aslan is on the move.” Says Mr Beaver. The land had been oppressed for a 100 years of winter by the wicked Queen. But Alsan is coming....hope. 

15. Later in that series in when the children return in the Book Prince Caspian the land is again oppressed this time by Prince Caspians evil Uncle. Lucy sees Aslan the woods but the others do not. She starts to doubt her own eyes and faith. Concludes she must have been imagining. Yet it was Aslan and later he asks her “Why did you not follow?” “Because none of the others believed.” was her answer. 
“And why would that stop you from coming to me?” 
It was a lesson about faith and trust Lucy who knew Aslan well had to learn. 

The posture that Jesus is inviting us into is a wrestle but not with a reluctant God but with one who is already at work but isn’t yet finished. The invitation is to live as if He’s already actually working. Working in you and others and through you and others to see the world transformed one life at a time.  

That’s the faith that I think he’s longing to find on earth. It is a beautiful thing when someone says: 
“I don’t understand, but I’m still following.”  
“I can’t feel God but I’m waiting anyway” 
“I’m struggling to trust but giving my life to him regardless” 

16. When you speak with Spiritual companions or directors the question they often ask is, “What’s God’s invitation to you in this?” 

17. In another C.S Lewis book the Screwtape Letters, a series of letters back and forth between a junior and senior demon the senior demon reflects that it is a remarkable thing when a human looking around him finds no sign of God yet keeps on living as if there is a God anyway. It does great damage to the kingdom of darkness. 

18. During WW2 a Jewish person hiding in a cellar in Cologne wrote in the darkness on the wall of the cellar, “I believe in the sun, even when it’s not shining. I believe in love, even when I can’t feel it. And I believe in God, even when He is silent.” 

Faith in this life at this time of history is rarely all “Praise God it all worked out!” or even “It all worked out so I trust in God.” 

When we pray, on our own or all together, we pray with faith, we pray with expectation, we pray out of desperation, we lay hands on each other, we listen for God’s voice and direction. And sometimes we struggle to continue to believe. Sometimes it is easy to think God has forgotten. But when we see someone who continues to trust and hang on regardless of the circumstances. When they have prayed for a miracle that never seems to come, that is nevertheless a witness to everyone else around them. It is an example of faith and trust. 

19. I’m reminded of Anna and Simeon as examples of faithful people who waited a long time. They prayed and trusted faithfully believing for the Messiah. Yet in their old age, they were there to see Jesus presented at the temple. They finally got to see what they had been waiting for.  

I would love it if somethings in my life and world changed. There are those here who have prayed and lost loved ones. Some things are never fulfilled in this lifetime. Then again there are times when God has been at work, but we haven’t been seeing it. 

20. Do you remember Joseph who having been mistreated by his brothers, sold into slavery and estranged has this beautiful grace- filled moment of reconciliation with them. His tears, his wailing is heard throughout the palace. The moment when they come is so much more powerful because of how long it had been in coming.  The tears of grief and joy flowed.

21. I pray that the peace in Israel lasts. But this week has been heart warming as Israeli and Palestinian families alike are reunited.  

22. How good will it be when Jesus comes and makes the world right, and we can see behind the curtain, see all that God has been doing? 

So Don’t lose heart. 

23. Reflect 

Pray: Lord as we pray and choose, trying not to lose heart, may we know your presence, your voice, your heart, your love. Help us to long with you, work with you, hope with you, wait with you, that there will be faith on earth. 

May we know that we are not alone in our striving, in hoping and in our prayer but that you hope and strive and pray with us. We are with you, longing with you, and He with us, longing with us. May we see it all come to fulfillment, May we see your kingdom come and will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Amen
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