1. A friend of my fathers had a hand crushed in a farm accident. He was rushed to hospital and operated on for many hours. When he came to the orthopaedic surgeon came to see if and explained that it would take time and work but they expected he would regain most if not all of the use of his hand. So I will be able to squeeze my wife’s hand? Oh yes. And hold a pen and write? Oh yes. What about play the piano? Yes I think so. Oh that would be good, I couldn’t play before he said.
As a young boy I had had numerous encounters with the Spirit of God. But as a 14 year old on a youth camp I had a profound encounter where I cried tears of repentance and shook and drivelled snot and confessed sin and asked for help from God. God spoke to me and asked if I was willing to follow him even into full time ministry.
 St. Augustine of Hippo, one of the most influential Christian theologians in history, lived a wild and wayward life in his youth. He pursued worldly pleasures and embraced a hedonistic lifestyle before experiencing a profound conversion to Christianity.
His mother, St. Monica, prayed for him tirelessly, and eventually, Augustine turned to Christ. He went on to write “Confessions,” one of the most famous spiritual autobiographies, and his theological works continue to shape Christian thought today. Augustine’s story is a powerful reminder of the impact of persistent prayer and God’s ability to transform even the most rebellious hearts.
Chuck Colson was once known as President Nixon’s “hatchet man,” involved in the infamous Watergate scandal. After being sentenced to prison, Colson experienced a profound spiritual transformation. While in prison, he gave his life to Christ and founded Prison Fellowship, one of the world’s largest outreach programs for prisoners, ex-prisoners, and their families. His story is a remarkable testimony to how God can use even the most broken moments in our lives to lead us to a greater calling.
Colson’s ministry has touched the lives of millions, showing that no one is too far gone to be redeemed. His journey from political disgrace to being a beacon of hope for the incarcerated is a testament to God’s ability to transform hearts.
2. Luke 18:1-9
It took my grandfather many years to come to terms with grace. For the vast majority of his life he believed and taught that you are responsible for your own actions and will be judge by them. He strove to always do everything right and when he could took great pride in them. When he couldn’t the Shame of Should Have Always Managed Everything but didn’t overtook him and he psychological breakdowns schizophrenic episodes. Eventually he found some relief in the idea of grace, repentance and being forgiven.
3. Three passages make up this discipleship section. In each case, figures provide examples. The Pharisee and tax collector contrast pride and humility. The blessing of the little children shows God's openness to all. The rich man shows how difficult it is for the rich to turn to God, while the disciples are the positive example of giving everything over to service for God. In each case, what is commended is putting everything into the Father's care. Such simple, humble faith is what God desires.

This parable, like the previous one, deals with prayer, but here the issue is the content of the heart as one prays. The parable is one of contrast and is unique to Luke. It contains common Lukan heroes and villains. A very Greek way of seeing the world. But the normal order of who one would expect to the hero is turned on its head. The hero is the tax collector; the villain is the Pharisee. 

4. Humility is the exalted virtue. The parable serves as a rebuke, since it is told to some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else. The Pharisees are the specific targets in Jesus' audience 

It is said the thing about pride is that as soon as you think you have it beat you need to start again. What is most dangerous about pride is noted right at the start. First, we come to trust in our own abilities rather than trusting God. Second, we come to regard other people with contempt and disrespect rather than seeing them as created equal in the image of God.

5. Sometimes we elevate people who are in paid ministry. We put them on pedestals. This is a real danger. The first danger: ministers and other Christian leaders can come to look down on laypeople. They second is that lay people can be overly disappointed when their high expectations of the clergyman are not lived up to. Here we are reminded, however, that God honours those who realise that their ministry, nor any other good work does not commend anyone before God or make them superior; rather, we are all the objects of his grace and mercy.

The parable takes place at Israel's most holy site, the temple. The two visitors are on opposite ends of the social spectrum. The Pharisee is a respected religious member in a most honoured social group, while the tax collector belongs to one of the most hated professions possible for a Jew.

The two prayers also make a contrast. The Pharisee is sure that he is a blessing to God: "I thank you that I am not like other men, robbers, evildoers, adulterers or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get."

 Clearly, God's program could hardly advance without this man's contribution. In fact, his prayer’s form is revealing. It starts out like a thanksgiving psalm in which God is praised for something he has done. But the form is perverted, since the occasion of thanksgiving is what the man has done for God. Here is trust in oneself. His real prayer is "God, I thank you that I am so marvellous." 

In his own "humble" eyes he is not unrighteous. He fasts above and beyond the call of duty, twice a week, in contrast to the one fast a year on the Day of Atonement required of Jews. He gives tithes from everything (Lev 27:30-32; Num 18:21-24; Deut 14:22-27). He probably tithes down to the smallest herbs (Lk 11:42). 

God needs to do nothing for him. He makes no request of God, he offers no honour to God. This religious man has done it all. After reading his prayer, we wonder whether God should apply to be his assistant!

In contrast, the tax collector senses that he approaches a holy God, a great and unique being. This man comes with timidity, from a distance, not lifting his eyes to heaven. While the Pharisee had stood right at the front and addressed God, the tax collector beats his breast in an obscure corner to reflect his contrition. 

6. A similar sign of emotional dependence in the New Testament is the lifting of hands to God to show one's need of what he provides (1 Tim 2:8) or we kneel before God in submission. Both practices indicate an awareness of one's humble position before God. Both practices have fallen somewhat out of usage- I mean what would people think of me?

7. The tax collector knows he is a sinner; the Pharisee is confident of his own righteousness. The contrast could not be greater. Here is another brilliant use of literary space and contrast by Jesus.

The tax collector asks for mercy. He desires to improve his spiritual health, not rest on any personal laurels. He is aware that the only way he has access to God is through divine mercy (Dan 9:18-19). Such access is not earned; it is the product of God's grace.

When Jesus evaluates the two prayers, only one petitioner went home justified. The tax collector's prayer honoured God and was heard, not that of the Pharisee. 

8. To drive the point home, Jesus concludes, "For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." Such reversals in God's judgments are common (1:51-53; 6:20-26; 14:11; 15:11-32; 16:19-31). The parable's point is summarised in this final saying. 

The tax collector has a humble heart. He is honoured by God. Since this parable is an example story, the call is to be like the tax collector.
9. The pharisee was self righteous
10 signs of self righteousness: 
1. Repel others by making them feel inferior
2. Display their good works for all to see
3. Uncompassionate
4. Hate and condemn sinners
5. Needs approval from others -Approval addict -boast
6. Keep score – how many good things did I do for you
7. Reject correction – confuse correction with rejection
8. Talk back to God – know more and better than God
9. Think of themselves as important – God needs me
10. Wallow in self-pity



10. 	Alternately a humble person is likely characterised by these traits:
Signs of a humble person include admitting mistakes, putting others before themselves, being open to feedback, and showing gratitude and respect. Humble individuals are often good listeners, value collaboration, and are focused on self-improvement rather than self-promotion. They do not boast about their achievements and are more likely to seek help and acknowledge their own weaknesses. 
· Admits mistakes: They can acknowledge when they are wrong and take responsibility for their actions. 
· Puts others first: They prioritize the needs of others and don't constantly seek the spotlight for themselves. 
· Is respectful: They treat everyone with courtesy and respect, regardless of their background or status. 
· Shows gratitude: They express appreciation for the good things in their lives and in others. 
· Is a good listener: They listen more than they speak and are more reserved than boastful. 
· Shows empathy: They genuinely care about the feelings and experiences of others. 
· Non-judgmental: They avoid making harsh judgments about others and are quick to forgive. 
· A team player: They value collaboration and prioritize the success of the team over personal recognition. 


11. Key to what’s happening here is what Paul will later describe as Justification by faith.

It is not by what we do that we are right with God but by what he has done for us. So, the right way to approach God then is with a repentant heart. A willingness to change confess sin and change our minds about actions and attitudes that stink.

I think all of that is true. Sometimes though the application of that can stray a little from Paul’s intent. When we get to the 16th Century reformers they had a particular take on the phrase justification by Faith because they were trying to find Biblical answers to medieval questions about how one got to go to heaven.
This passage though I think is full of what Paul would recognise as being justified by faith.

Paul’s argument in various places goes something like this:
· God intends to put the whole world right
· God has dramatically launched this Kingdom project by raising the crucified Jesus from the dead
· God then by his grace invites humans to trust, be loyal, have faith in Jesus
· Because on their own they cannot
· So that they can join him in the putting the world right project
If we say I am put right by my good works then we are just like the pharisee.
If on the other hand we simply say “I’m justified by grace through faith so I don’t need to ever do anything it has all been done for me” as some seem to, then you are missing he point that good works comes out of the new identity we have found in Christ.
James says, “faith without works is dead.” 
Good works come out of faith, love, being justified, having a new identity as a child of God. They are the natural outworking of being filled and connected with the Holy Spirit
They do not and can never convince God of our own righteousness. 
12. 
So let me finish with a parable of my own:
There once were a group of good Christians who sang earnest songs about God’s goodness and were proud that they had the right doctrines and put on a really good service that attracted a lot of people for God.
But at the back on her knees with tears pouring down her face was a wicker; a prostitute who regular used drugs and occasionally stole from her clients. 
She cried out “God. God, where have you been all my life?”
I tell you she and not all the others went home right with God that day.

13. Reflect
