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27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 The second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?”
34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’[b] 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”
39 Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, teacher!” 40 And no one dared to ask him any more questions.
Let us read it again this time from the Msg paraphrase
27-33 Some Sadducees came up. This is the Jewish party that denies any possibility of resurrection. They asked, “Teacher, Moses wrote us that if a man dies and leaves a wife but no child, his brother is obligated to marry her and give her children. Well, there once were seven brothers. The first took a wife. He died childless. The second married her and died, then the third, and eventually all seven had their turn, but no child. After all that, the wife died. That wife, now—in the resurrection whose wife is she? All seven married her.”
34-38 Jesus said, “Marriage is a major preoccupation here, but not there. Those who are included in the resurrection of the dead will no longer be concerned with marriage nor, of course, with death. They will have better things to think about, if you can believe it. All ecstasies and intimacies then will be with God. Even Moses exclaimed about resurrection at the burning bush, saying, ‘God: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob!’ God isn’t the God of dead men, but of the living. To him all are alive.”
39-40 Some of the religion scholars said, “Teacher, that’s a great answer!” For a while, anyway, no one dared put questions to him.
6. 
After Zaccheaus, Jesus tells the minas or talents; enters Jerusalem on a donkey hailed as king; cleanses the temple; has authority challenged by the pharisees; tells the parable of the tenants killing the land owners son; The Pharisees realise the parable is about them; so they try to trap him with the question about paying taxes to Caesar. Then the Sadducees have a go. 
The Sadducees  are “sad you see” because they didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead at the end of time. In fact they are the conservatives of their day. They thought that you should only read, believe and follow the first 5 books of Moses – the Pentateuch and not the rest of the prophets. In part the idea of the resurrection of the dead on the last day of the Lord emerged in the later 1st temple period, also known as the time of the Kings and the prophets and the exile – the period of the later prophets.
7.
This is not a legitimate question. It is meant to be the “gotcha” question. You know the “gotcha” questions. At one point during the last election Anthony Albonese was asked a question that he didn’t want to answer. Albanese wandered off and answered the question he wanted asked. When a journalist tried to call him on not answering the question he responded, “You get to ask the questions, you don’t get to say what the answer is.”
Do you remember during the 22 election he was asked what the unemployment rate and the cash rate was. He tried to remember the exact figures and looked lost when his answer probably should have been that they were too high.
This is supposed to be a “gotcha” moment. But Jesus is far too wise and knowledgeable to be caught by this.
8.
Moses instituted the idea of Levirate Marriage. It was supposed to be a protective measure so that young widows would not be left childless and destitute. But it is unclear how often it was actually practiced. By the 2nd Temple period of Jesus it was possibly not practiced at all. Part of the issue is that Jackie would have zero interest in marrying any of my brothers. I doubt the bride very often saw this as a viable option. 
9.
The possible exception to this would be the Sadducees who thought the problem with the Jews is that they had strayed from the Law of Moses onto all these modern ideas of the Prophets. In this case though the Sadducees have teamed up with the Pharisees to question Jesus authority. Neither group want him to be a prophet from God let alone the Messiah. 
Not only is it a different group but they are the ones telling a parable and Jesus asking the trick questions of them.
Msg Paraphrase - Marriage is a major preoccupation here but not so there. Nor is death of course.
10.
The Pharisees had a similar eschatology (explain term) to Jesus. 
What is eschatology? https://youtu.be/WaHHJjtGEug
The Saducees just believed you died and that was it. 
N.T. Wright talks about life after life after death. Heaven and New heaven and earth with resurrection of the body.
Moltman – hope not just for life after death but a hope for all the hours of life from the first to the last.
Jesus says marriage and maybe and probably the preoccupation with sex as well will simply either be not so important or just not an issue at all.
Boy with chocolate –
Paul talks about marriage as Christ and the Church rather than Adam and Eve as our model
Marriage language can be beautiful or it can be possessive and mysogenistic – who does this woman belong to?
Jesus is saying – She belongs to God – How about you?
Deitrich Bonoffer who says we don’t live for the future but from the future. The kingdom of God is breaking into this world in spits and spurts; through loving acts and by the sovereign movement of God’s Spirit.
When boy – don’t believe in the bodily resurrection – I can’t imagine living within a worldview that doesn’t have belief in and hope for the resurrection of the body of which Jesus is the first fruits, who’s own death and resurrection is both the means and the mechanism of our own resurrection 1 Cor.15.
Jesus has the trick question and takes them back to Moses – I AM the god of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Jesus doesn’t get caught up in complicated argument for the resurrection. Instead he invites them to look back to God. Who is God? 
When we are fixated on God, on Jesus we are less fixated on the issues that divide or distract from following Jesus or indeed getting along with each other.
11.
One of the Churches of Christ saying is: In essentials unity, in matters of opinion diversity and in all things love.
We have a tendency to do 2 things with that statement. The first is that we move more and more things into essential. 

The 2nd thing is indulging our need to be right we stop acting in love.
Of course the third problem is that many people are more discipled by the media they consume than the church, scripture or Jesus himself. 
12.
Recently speakers at the anti-immigration rallies sprouted his theory that the communist Albanese government is trying to replace white people in Australia. His solution – less immigration. His strategy - abuse foreigners. 
Some things just sit outside the Christian faith. 
Jackie and Beth example….
Most of us here are descendants of immigrants.
But many things are debatable and worthy of debate. The thing is you can’t do it if you start by being like the Sadducees by trying to be right and starting with arrogant gotcha questions or statements. You have to be willing to listen and learn.
13.
For some reason far too many people want to have a sacred secular divide. This at church is my spiritual Jesus time and it has no impact on the rest of life. And that means that I can be fear filled, angry, misogynist or racist but Jesus loves me I’m going to heaven.
14.
Discipleship, our apprenticeship is learning to follow Jesus in this place and time with all of our lives. 
And what Jesus calls us to is to be people who live and are in his likeness. Act like him, think like him, has his values, has his vision for lives and this world.
15.
There are many issues that we might have conflict about. One of them is eschatology. 
This was what the Sadducees and Pharisees disagreed about. The Pharisees eschatology was much closer to Jesus eschatology than the Sadducees was with either of them.
Today will still have arguments about eschatology. On the one hand this is an issue that I am happy to leave as a matter of opinion. Except that it really does have impacts on all sorts of areas of life. 
How do we treat our neighbour? The immigrant? The refugee? The poor? The sick? Children? Homeless? How do we treat Racial and sexual minorities?
How do we understand Israel and Gaza? What is our take on war generally and that one specifically? 
How do we understand colonialism and the impact that had on displaced people?
Do we think that our country should be Christian with laws that reflect biblical values or is the kingdom of God a bottom up subversive spiritual movement of love and grace?
Is our final hope in heaven as disembodied souls or resurrection of the body on the day of the Lord?
How we care for the environment often is shaped by a question of eschatology? Do we think this world is just going to be burnt up anyway or is what we do on earth now somehow possibly reflected in a New Heaven and Earth combined? 
And do we think that out fate is tied up with this world, Is our hope that God comes to dwell with his people here on earth or is God coming to rescue us and take us to heaven while a great tribulation happens here on earth?
Eschatology matters. It helps shape how we understand God, Jesus, the future, our values on this earth, our hope. 
It’s tempting to avoid the topic. Last November/December we spent 6 weeks in Revelation. I think only 5 people left the church. What was presented while, I think faithful to the text was not the carefully framed eschatological system with charts and dates and timelines and dire warnings. 
The Sadducees fault was they were tied to a faulty eschatological system. To do so they had to ignore, dismiss whole books of the Bible.
A. We should not do the same.
B. We need to learn to dialogue about controversial issue better. 
Yes, I’m preaching to me. I have people in my life who are difficult.
There is a ploethera of world issues to have conflict over. And then in churches we add theological issues and direction the church should take and colour of the carpet and music!!! Makes you want to speak in tongues accept we would disagree about it.
15.
But Jesus calls us to be peacemakers: Matt 5:9
Wise Peacemakers: Matthew 10:16
James – Listen
16.
John Stott says “People are looking for an integrated world view which makes sense of their existence….Today’s world needs a bigger gospel, the full gospel of Scripture….Tripple listening….is the capacity to be listening to several voices at the same time, the voice of God through the scriptures, the voice of this cultural moment and its driving forces and the voices of men and women around us, voices from the frontlines. These voices will often contradict one another, but our purpose in listening to them all is to discover how they relate to each other. Tripple listening is indispensable to Christian discipleship and mission…
17.
Every true disciple is a listener. One of the most important and neglected ingredients of Christian discipleship is the cultivation of a listening ear. Bad listeners do not make good disciples…James appeal to us to be “quick to listen” is not one we find easy to heed. People prefer to shout at one another than to listen to one another. Yet only when both sides are willing to sit down together, put aside their prejudiced positions and listen does any possibility of reconciliation emerge.”
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