*BEATITUDES OVERVEIW AND INTRODUCTION TO SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Who here knows Jesus most famous sermon and it’s famous introduction?
  These are the introduction to the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus is setting the scene.  Jesus is announcing the kingdom of God is near.  Now He is saying and this is what it might look like.  Jesus is about to teach on inner motives; sex; marriage; money; faithfulness; prayer; judging.  We will explore how Jesus uses various teaching techniques to get his point across and how there is a pattern and a flow to it all.  
*
Jesus is talking about a revolution a new kingdom.  Matthew 4:23-25 is the introduction. 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,[g] Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
*
And then we get Matthew 5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
The Beatitudes
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
    for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
    for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    for they will be filled.
*
7 Blessed are the merciful,
    for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
    for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
 *
The whole sermon on the mount is Jesus preaching about the Kingdom of God/Heaven?  When people heard that phrase it was a call to a revolution.  Jesus was saying yes a revolution; a revolution of the heart; a revolution of our society and it’s values; a cultural revolution where they poor and the downtrodden are valued; a revolution in the way we interact with each other; and a revolution in the way we relate to God: yes a revolution because it is now God’s kingdom come his will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Growing up I was taught a version of the Gospel that went Jesus is came to this Earth to die for our sins so we can go to heaven.  It came out of an 18th Century that was fascinated with machinery- steam engines, trains, Mills and factories.  Everything was controlled and neat and ordered.  The 18th Century believers tried to form a theology that was equally simple and ordered.  Trouble is I don’t think that that is God’s master plan.  God’s big master plan the one where we are all a part of.  God’s big master plan that runs through the whole biblical narrative is not Jesus dying for our sins so we can go to heaven but.   But.  It is God restoring His kingdom here on Earth.  Heaven is not our final resting place.  Our final resting place is this Earth renewed with resurrected bodies.  Jesus is proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom of God is at hand. A restoration of God’s kingdom here on Earth. That includes you and me but isn’t limited to unearthly internal experience.  That is the strategy not the final outcome.  God is on about restoring His kingdom and he is inviting us to be full participants and beneficiaries.
*
The people probably had some sort of picture about  what this kingdom might be like.  In God’s kingdom the Romans will be kicked out and Israel can be free of occupation.  
Jesus speaks about the kingdom of God under Roman occupation where doing or saying the wrong thing could get you hung on a cross. Where failure to pay taxes or show due respect to the right person could get you killed. It was repressive and oppressive. 

Jesus is about to lay out his vision for the Kingdom of God and it is a little different to the violent overthrow the people were expecting.  I’ve heard plenty of messages on God’s kingdom so I just want to highlight 2 aspects from Jesus words.  
**
1. Kingdom of God is within:  This is true in a number of ways.  We receive the Holy Spirit - Jesus Spirit at the point we acknowledge Jesus as Lord.  He reigns as king in our hearts.  The writer of the Hebrews says I will place my law on their hearts.  The kingdom of God is within.
*
2. The other is from the Lord’s prayer - May Your Kingdom come Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  The Kingdom is literally where the will of the King is done.  A kingdom of truth and justice.  A kingdom of wholeness and freedom.  A kingdom where we are free from the chains of shame and sin and guilt.
 The first is needed for the second to happen.
*
So Jesus starts to lay out his vision for His kingdom in the sermon on the mount and the Beatitudes are the introduction to that sermon.  This is Jesus Plan BE!

The sermon on the mount is about a complete heart transplant.  A complete reworking of our values and our attitudes.  But He says it’s OK I’m walking with you.
We talk a fair bit here about a Christocentric reading of the Scriptures. That is Jesus is like God. God looks like Jesus. 
John 14
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

That’s important because Jesus is explicit that He and the Father are one.
*
J.B. Philips Hebrews 1:1
God, who gave our forefathers many different glimpses of the truth in the words of the prophets, has now, at the end of the present age, given us the truth in the Son.
*
That’s important when we read difficult O.T. passages about like Deuteronomy 7:1-2
When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you— 2 and when the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, then you must destroy them totally.
*
Paul says: 1 Cor 2:1-2
….. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God….nothing….except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
*
The writer of the Hebrews and Paul had this worked out. The early centuries of the church took difficult passages about violence and vengeance and interpreted them as allegorical (symbolic) or metaphor; like when we have a big sporting win and we say “annihilated them” which actually means we scored more points than they did. Difficult passages that appeared to contradict the teachings of Jesus were seen as an opportunity to dig deeper for meaning. 
But after the church was given a seat at the table of the Roman Empire those passages start to be used as excuses for the militaristic Empire and State violence. It’s difficult to run the apparatus of Empire without the threat of repercussions. Roman Peace – Pax Romana was enforced with the sword.
Love your enemies and bless those who persecute in our western world you has become reduced to putting up with your grumpy neighbour. But blow up and kill anyone who threatens you.
When Cecius the pagan challenged the church father Origin he said “You Christians are traitors to the Roman Empire because you won’t fight in the military against our enemies.” Origin responded by saying, “We are not traitors because we pray against the very spiritual forces that tell others that they are your enemies and we go out of our way to befriend them. That way they no longer think they must be your enemies.”
But once the church was given a seat at the table of power by the Empire this passage became read as nice ideals but not really workable in the real world. It became read as a allegory of the coming kingdom of God when Jesus comes back. In fact this was common when I was young. The Beatitudes I was told where only possible in some future version of the kingdom of God when evil was locked up. We look for excuses for our own violent natures.
*
That is not what Jesus said….He said the Kingdom of God is near. And in telling us about God’s Kingdom he is telling us about the very nature of God. That God is like Jesus.

So the sermon on the mount of which this passage is the introduction is central to understanding what Jesus was on about. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9fR7sHw9Y8&ab_channel=BibleProject first 7 min
*
Each of these Beatitudes starts with Blessed is…. You can see the key themes listed here….
Blessed are the poor and all those with them in Spirit -Lukes version says blessed are the poor.  We struggle with that in the west.  How can the poor be blessed? They know they need something.  Poor in Spirit is know you need God.  You can’t live out kingdom responsibilities unless you start by acknowledging I need God.  

Hi My name is Andrew and I’m a sinaholic. I can’t live life at all well without the help of God’s Spirit.  I can’t live the Beattitudes or sermon on the mount without God’s Spirit empowering me.  

We think we can do it by will power, by white knuckling it.  But will power runs out when we are tired or sick or lonely or hungry or angry or stressed.  In the kingdom of God I need to have an attitude of Humility.

Blessed are those who mourn. Those who wail and cry and lament.  A full third of the psalms are laments. We have a tendancy to try to appearance manage in front of others and repress our emotions privately.  But appearance management, putting on a mask or a show for others robs us from the support of others and not facing our difficult emotions means they will bubble back up somewhere else.  I need to embrace a new attitude in the loving healing kingdom of God: Emotional honesty.

Blessed are the meek.  Those who are self controlled and practice restraint.  Lord help me not be walked over nor to respond to a threat to my pride my ego with violence or by becoming big and threatening.  Help me recognise I don’t have it all together and I have much to learn.  Lord help me embrace a new attitude in the kingdom of God: Teachability.

Blessed are those who seek righteousness.  Those who seek to do right by others.  Who seek the best for others.  Who see that the world can be right and are willing to work towards others success and freedom and healing and equality and justice.  For those who know they need change to happen within their own heart.  May I be willing to embrace a new attitude in the kingdom of God, one of being proactive for change. 

Blessed are the merciful; who treat others like themselves.  I know I need forgiveness and I need to extend it to others.  Lord give me the desire and the power to forgive when others hurt me and mistreat me. In the kingdom of God I need to practice an attitude of forgiveness.

Blessed are the pure in heart who really clean up their act; who look deep within and to see what is really driving them.  Who understand themselves and seek to act out of that.  In the kingdom of God I need to have healthy motives.

Blessed are the Peacemakers; they are the true children of God.  More than any other this will be the sign by which they will be known their love for one another.  They actively seek reconciliation with God; they actively seek to make peace with their enemies and seek peace between opposing foes.  There is no room in the kingdom of God for war and violence and taking by force or military or nationalism. In this Kingdom of God I need to be a relationship restorer.
4 dimensions: Peace with God, Self, Others and Environment. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness. Opposition and persecution will come.  People will fear you and hate you.  They will take you to court and imprison you. People make it tough for you at work or school.  This Jesus says we should expect.  In the kingdom of God the attitude that I will need is courage.  Lord help me be courageous.

Jesus is saying this is the kingdom of God and its full of hope for the broken and damaged and poor and needy they just need to ask.  Just need to call on God. 

Then we get to live that inner healing out with others. At that point we become repentant, humble, peacemakers, who learn to lean into Jesus even in persecution and love our enemies. We become the ones love our neighbour and build schools and hospitals and adopt the orphans. We give food to the hungry and visit the imprisoned. And by the time the evil ones with the guns and tanks show up and notice the kingdom has already taken hold. 


Let’s bow our heads. 

Who here senses God’s invitation to say yes to following Jesus?

Who here senses God’s invitation to a revolution of the heart?
 
Who has become aware of their need for God’s power to help them live out who he has called us to be?

Is there something you need to tell the person beside you that you need to do this week?  
Tell them so they can hold you accountable.  
