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28 I’m telling you the truth: some of those standing here will not taste death until they see “the son of man coming in his kingdom”.’
After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and James’s brother John, and led them off up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transformed in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light. 3 Then, astonishingly, Moses and Elijah appeared to them. They were talking with Jesus.
4 Peter just had to say something. ‘Master,’ he said to Jesus, ‘it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make three shelters here – one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah!’
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them. Then there came a voice out of the cloud. ‘This is my dear son,’ said the voice, ‘and I’m delighted with him. Pay attention to him.’
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were scared out of their wits. 7 Jesus came up and touched them.
‘Get up,’ he said, ‘and don’t be afraid.’
8 When they raised their eyes, they saw nobody except Jesus, all by himself.
The Question about Elijah
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them strict instructions. ‘Don’t tell anyone about the vision,’ he said, ‘until the son of man has been raised from the dead.’
10 ‘So why’, asked the disciples, ‘do the scribes say that “Elijah must come first”?’
11 ‘Elijah does indeed come,’ replied Jesus, ‘and “he will restore everything”. 12 But let me tell you this: Elijah has already come, and they didn’t recognize him! They did to him whatever they wanted. That’s how the son of man, too, will suffer at their hands.’
13 Then the disciples realized that he was talking to them about John the Baptist.
*
I wonder if you have ever had a peak spiritual experience? What was it like? Did God speak to you? Did he draw you? Were there physical manifestations, goose bumps, tears, laughter, shakes? Or was it more like a calmness, a peace? Take a moment to remember and share with others….
. 
What was the lasting fruit?
*
I once attended a workshop with a young female Muslim youth worker. She was very bravely addressing a bunch of Christian school chaplains who were listening with interest and respect. 

She shared a fair bit of her own journey. At the end were questions and somebody asked “can you point to a deeply moving spiritual experience?” She had no idea what we were talking about. The moderator, Dave Andrews who is a Christian who works with the Muslim community quite a lot tried to help her out with greater explanation. She still could not even grasp what we were referring to. So he asked us the 50 odd Christian chaplains if we could remember a deeply moving spiritual experience and we all could. Every one of us. 

On days when I wonder if I am in the right place I can recall being called to ministry as a 14 yr old. Shaking and crying and snot running from my nose. I just gave myself to him. I have prayed that prayer many times; usually when God reveals more of m y layers, my shadow that I had not seen or owned up to before. 

These events are thought to be only 6 months before Jesus goes to his death. This is final discipleship training, the last stages of their apprenticeship with him present as master teacher.

I included vs 28 of the previous chapter. Jesus has just told them if you want to save your life you will lose it. It will get chewed up by this world as you chase after, pleasure and riches or power. If you want to save it you must lose it for my sake. Follow me whatever comes.
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1Ar2Q72bRP/?mibextid=wwXIfr
But vs 28 has this cryptic statement about the kingdom of God and seeing him in his glory and some will live to see it. I remember sitting in a ministers meeting about 20 years ago and the Lutheran minister said “I’m preaching on this passage this week. Anyone know what vs 28 means?” There was deathly silence. 

There are clues in the passage all around this. Part of my childhood conditioning was to read passages about the Kingdom as referring to heaven or the return of Jesus. That doesn’t make any sense. That’s why we all sat in silence unable to help the poor Lutheran minister. First we need to look back to see what Jesus is talking about. And there it is in 16:21-27 Jesus starts to tell them how he must suffer and be raised again. That is the context of Jesus talking about the inauguration of his Kingdom. Death, resurrection, ascension, seated at God’s right hand. 
Of course that word coming is erchomenon depending on the context could mean coming or going. N.T. Wright tells a story about this where a student asked him about a passage using erchomenon and said “My bible says Jesus is coming and you have said he is going.” 
Tom Wright said, “Well erchomenon could mean coming or going.” 
“Oh, deer, now I don’t know if I’m coming or going.” 
Jesus has spent plenty of time talking about what sort of Kingdom this will be. A movement of people dedicated to losing their life for his sake; living a way of love; infecting the whole world with it. God doesn’t send in the tanks to destroy all the bad guys. He sends in the peacemaker and merciful and the pure in heart and hungry for justice people. He says before Pilate “My kingdom is not that sort of Kingdom. If it were my supporters would have fought for me.” John 18:36
But we also look forward 6 days or so and we get a little sneak peak. Have you ever had one of those Christmas calendars where you open a little tiny window each day of December. Each time you get a little tiny peak at what is behind. 

That is what this is. A little tiny foretaste of what is yet to come. Jesus in all his glory in his kingdom.

This was a peak spiritual experience that Peter never forgets. Writing years later 1 Peter 1 he compares present sufferings with Jesus Majesty, honour and glory. This moment is part of the Jesus’ final preparation and likewise Jesus is preparing his apprentices for his suffering, resurrection and ascension where they will carry on the work - confident, equipped and secure in God, and able to endure even trials and troubles.
 
For Jesus everything from this point forward is leading to his death. Jesus knew his time and his purpose. And he had spoken about it to his disciples.

But he too is encouraged by God’s presence and by the presence of Moses and Elijah. We all need mentors who have gone before us.
There are many mountains and hills where locals claim that this happened. Tabor is the most touristy. Bus tours park at the base and intrepid pilgrims place life and limb in the hands of taxi drivers as they are raced to the top of the mountain. It is said that God must be very happy with Mt Tabor Taxi drivers as more fervent prayers are said on the trip up and down that at any other time all week. 

Of course Mt Hermon is much more impressive mountain and much closer to Ceasarea Phillipi but the important thing is not the mountain but what happens there. 

It has been said that we must “Come apart with Jesus before you come a-part.” Our inflow must exceed our outflow or it will lead to our downfall.

Jesus takes just Peter, James and John aside a few times; each time around death; Jairius’ daughter…This time Jesus demonstrates his glory beyond death. The last time will be in the garden of Gethsemane where Jesus submits to his father’s will and to death.

Peter, James will have to face this moment themselves as they are martyred for the sake of Jesus. John faces all kinds of other hardships.

There are times of peak experiences with Jesus, touched by the Holy Spirit. These peak experiences are designed to let us find wholeness and love, joy, peace. To be made secure in our identity, confident of our purpose. From this place of fullness/wholeness, purpose and confidence we are able to be sustained in times that are tough and uncertain. We know that children today will only be followers of Jesus later if they have sufficient peak experiences. They are essential for our children, they were essential to Jesus and his apprentices and they are essential to us.

 We also know that this Jesus, this glorified Jesus is part of our future hope. 

1 John 3:2 We see him glorified and we to look forward to be glorified like him.  See also Rev 1:9-18

The disciples were as confused about how all this was supposed to work as we often are. Jesus, how are we supposed to get rewarded if you are talking about death?

This is part of Jesus true nature revealed although the early church didn’t point to this event as showing his divinity. Partly because Luke tells us that Moses and Elijah are also shining like white light as well. They looked instead to the cross. His death and resurrection they argued showed his divinity. It’s easy to think that this event shows his divinity and the cross his humanity but….

The New Testament writers saw humanity as a wonderful thing and Jesus glorified body as a model of which all of his followers would one day share. They didn’t separate Jesus humanity and divinity the way we sometimes are tempted. 

*Worth looking at the parallels both on a hill.
	Transfiguration
	Crucifixion

	Revealed in glory
	Covered in shame

	Clothes shining white
	Clothes striped off

	Flanked by Moses and Elijah
	Flanked by brigands

	Great bright cloud covers them
	Darkness covers them

	Peter burst out how wonderful they are
	Peter denies Jesus

	The voice of God declares this is his beloved son
	A surprised Roman soldier declares this is the Son of God



The love and power and beauty of God is revealed here but it is meant to point to the love, power and beauty of Jesus who points to the love, power and beauty of God. Revealed here and in surprising ways as sacrificial love at the cross.

How did the disciples know who was there? They could hear the conversation between Jesus, Elijah and Moses.

What were they talking about? Luke tells us they were talking about his death and resurrection and of his departure.

The purpose of Jesus life was in fulfilling the law and prophesy. Moses a type and picture of the law. Elijah of the prophets. This is the big redemptive plan of God. That He himself, in the form of his son, was coming to earth. That the whole of human history was Jesus-centric. The Bible a unified story pointing toward Jesus.

The Hebrew scriptures were arranged in such a way that they gave priority to certain scriptures over others. 
1. The law
2. The prophets
3. The wisdom literature

Hold that thought.

So Peter jumps in. I love how NTE puts it, Peter just had to say something. Peter could be forgiven for thinking the kingdom has arrived and he made it. Peter is happy to stay there and prolong the experience.
Jesus this is good. Let’s make some shelter for you and Moses and Elijah. 

God speaks from the sky and says “This is my Son. Listen to Him.” Peter wanted to put everybody and their writings on the same level. Moses is cool right. Elijah, God liked him so much he didn’t even die…..but no. Listen to Jesus. 
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1Ar2Q72bRP/?mibextid=wwXIfr

How do we listen to Jesus?

The Law and the Prophets point toward Jesus. We read the scriptures Christologically or Christo-centrically. The words, works and ways of Jesus. The O.T. is Jesus concealed the New Testament Jesus revealed. 

The words, works and ways of Jesus have authority over all other scriptures. Those scriptures give context, clarification and understanding of Jesus, of the kingdom of God and God’s big redemptive plan. They are important but listen to Jesus.

At the voice the disciples fall on their faces in fear. Rightly so! But Jesus bends down and touches them. How comforting can a gentle touch be. Don’t be afraid.

And that’s what we are meant to see and hear. How good is Jesus! How good is Jesus! He’s better than we think. He’s better than we can imagine! How good is Jesus! The best part about following Jesus is Jesus.
If you don’t know Jesus you can. Today can be the start of a journey. A lifelong apprenticeship to being like Jesus. For humans to thrive they need a lifelong apprenticeship to Jesus and that is done best in community.

If you want to take a step that says. I want to begin that journey. Come chat with me.  

Maybe you just need a moment to think on Jesus; his glory and his tenderness. What is your response to that Jesus? 

Reflect



