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Hallelujah Jesus is alive
Announcements
Communion
1.2.
 THE CROSS: THE SYMBOL OF IMPERIAL CONTROL
The cross was never meant to be gentle or sacred. It was political. Public. Brutal. It stood at the entrances of Roman cities as a warning: “This is what happens when you resist.” It was designed to dominate, silence, and enforce obedience. This is not transformation. It demands obedience. Control produced fear. Fear shaped behavior. Fear keeps people silent.
3.
Scripture: Luke 23:33–35 (NIV)
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” [a] And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”
4.
2. THE WAY OF JESUS
How did Jesus respond as he faced this symbol of control and fear? Not as the disciples expected. Not with violence. Not with a rallying cry. Jesus does not retaliate. He does not seize power. He does not answer violence with violence. He chooses love. He chooses surrender shaped by hope, not submission shaped by fear. Not submission to human power but surrender to the will of the Father. In doing so, he breaks through brokenness. He absorbs violence rather than multiplying it. He remains faithful when power demands revenge. This is a restorative act, a way opened or broken through, back to the Father.
5.
Scripture: Isaiah 53:5 (NIV)
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.
The cross is not erased. It is reframed, rewritten, and redefined. What once represented domination becomes the place of mercy. What once enforced fear becomes the place of forgiveness. What once symbolized a paralyzing fear and silence and the end becomes a sign of new life and a new way.
6.
3. THE INVITATION: WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US
Good Friday is not only about what happened to Jesus, or the rebranding of an old wooden cross. It is also about what is available and what can happen in us and through us. Through Christ, the cross has been redefined. Its meaning has been reframed. The story has been rewritten. If Jesus can transform a symbol of torture into a sign of hope, imagine what that transformation means for us. Imagine what this Easter, in Jesus, can do in and through us in this season. As you reflect on the cross, the Easter story and then your own life: What in your life feels shaped by fear? What feels heavy? What feels controlled by shame, regret, or silence?
7.
Scripture: Colossians 2:13–14 (NIV)
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you [a] alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.
The invitation of Good Friday is not performance. It is surrender. Not surrender to fear. But surrender shaped by hope. Not submission to control. But trust and hope in the Father. If Jesus can redeem the cross by dying upon it, imagine what he can redeem in you.
8.
REFLECTION EXERCISE: AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS
Transition gently: Today, we are invited to respond. Invite people to take a sticky note and write:
· A burden they are carrying
· A habit they need to release
· A fear that has shaped them
· Or something they simply hold silently
In quiet reflection or prayer, invite them to place it at the foot of the cross. Say: This is not about fixing yourself. It is about trusting that surrender is the beginning of transformation. After placing the note, allow space.
Come today and write your prayer and stick it on the cross.
And take the communion elements partaking of them and remembering Jesus and his transforming power on the cross.
Play in Christ alone


Sing in Christ alone 
Remind - But the Cross was not the end before final verse.
Living Hope
Play Empty tomb video
9.
Easter 2026 – Redefined. Reframed. Rewritten.
Big Idea: The cross was redefined on Friday. The resurrection reveals what that means for us. Both Judas and Peter failed. Only one allowed Jesus to rewrite his story. Resurrection is not only that Jesus lives. It is that our story does not have to end in failure.
COMMUNION RECAP – REMEMBERING FRIDAY
On Friday, the cross was redefined. But Friday was not the end. Today, we stand before an empty tomb.
10.
1. TWO FAILURES
Judas betrayed. Peter denied. Both walked closely with Jesus. Both made bold promises. Both failed publicly.
11.
Scripture: Luke 22:61–62 (NIV)
61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.
Peter wept. Judas regretted. Matthew tells us Judas was filled with remorse (Matthew 27:3). Elaborate…..But remorse alone is not redemption. Both felt shame. Both felt fear. Both knew what they had done. Failure is not the difference. The difference is what they did with it. Where they took it or more importantly who they took it to.
12.
2. TWO RESPONSES
Judas allowed shame, fear, and hopelessness to close his story. Peter allowed Jesus to reopen his. After the resurrection, Jesus does not avoid Peter. He meets him.
13.
Scripture: John 21:15–17 (NIV)
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep."
Three denials. Three restorations. Jesus does not erase the failure. He reframes it. He restores him. He redefines him. The cross was redefined. Now Peter is redefined. Resurrection does not pretend we did not fall. It goes into the mess and brings new life out of it.
15.
3. ONE RISEN SAVIOR
The difference was not the size of the sin. It was the presence of the risen Christ.
16.
Scripture: Romans 8:11 (NIV)
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you… he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
The tomb is open. Death does not get the final word. Shame does not get the final word. Failure does not get the final word. If Jesus can redeem the cross, if he can restore Peter, if he can walk out of the grave, nothing in your life is beyond redemption.
SYMBOLIC MOMENT – REMOVING THE NOTES
Move toward the cross. Earlier, we laid things down. Burdens. Shame. Fear. Regret. Begin removing the sticky notes slowly. These were never meant to stay here. The cross was not the end. The tomb does not stay closed. Resurrection means there is always a way forward.
Pause. Both Judas and Peter failed. One let shame close the story. One let Jesus reopen it. 
16.
So let me ask you:
· What part of your story have you assumed is over?
· Where has shame been louder than the voice of Jesus?
· Will you let the risen Christ rewrite what you thought was final?
DECLARATION: The cross was redefined. The tomb was opened. The story is still being written. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.
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