Introduction
Too often we try to encourage people by hoping that sufferings will not come. I know that’s what I sometimes have done when asking someone to volunteer. It will be easy it’s only an hour or two every week. Think of the rewards. Jesus instead warned us to get ready: the mission of alerting people to the Universal reign of God is so important that we must be prepared to give our lives for it. We have a tendency to want to make the Christian life sound easy and rosy. Jesus didn’t. He doesn’t suggest it is easy just worth it.
But along with his warnings he does seek to comfort.
What is the most common command in the Scriptures?
Don’t be afraid. And it is with good reason that Jesus reminds them several times. But he also warns them it’s not going to be easy.
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!
Since a disciple was expected to be like a servant, since a disciple could not be greater than the Master and since servants were considered part of the household, whatever accusers could call the head of the household, they would call the servants even more.
26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs.
Now some people might think that this is a strange reason not to be afraid. Because everything about me will become known? That sounds downright scary not reassuring. But Jesus thinks that what will be shown is the disciples loyalty and faith. It will be shown they followed wherever he led.
Truth will show out. Despite what might be said of us in this world God will vindicate the faithful.
In view of the impending end-time vindication (Mt 11:19), Jesus' followers should preach boldly, fearing no shame from others in this world. Because the flat housetops above the streets (24:17) provided easier hearing than the streets themselves, "shouting from the housetops" (10:27) underlines the boldness with which disciples must make God's message known.
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Who do you think Jesus is referring to as the one we should be afraid of?
You remember the Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in Daniel 3. Being threatened that if they did not bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s image and his gods they would be thrown in the furnace. And they responded “We believe our God can rescue us but even if he does not we will not bow down.” And we know what happened they are unharmed with God himself standing in the furnace with them.
Of course we know many people have been martyred for their faith. But in 2016 when ISIS attacked a Catholic run aged care facility in Yemon. Killing and attacking they tried to force the nuns to convert. Drawing on the example of S, M and A and the words of Jesus here they said - Maybe God can save us but even if he does not we will fear him not you who can only kill our bodies. 
Because God is judge in the end, we should not fear even persecutors who threaten death (vv. 26, 28). Mortals can destroy only one's body, while God can resurrect the body for reward or damnation and destruction.  The choice is not between courage and fear but has to do with whom we will fear more (Minear 1950:169). Jesus may here recall the Jewish martyr tradition, which exhorted its followers not to fear those who think they can kill, because eternal suffering awaits the soul that disobeys God's command (4 Macc 13:14-15).
But it seems more likely that Jesus is indicating that there are two levels of enemies. 1. Rome, religious authorities etc. 2. Demonic and spiritual powers.
The second uses the first to gain power and influence. But here he seems to be warning that the very desire for justice and especially justice with vengeance is like bait on the hook for God’s people. You can’t use darkness to fight darkness. Violence and power and war and tyranny take us straight to the smouldering rubbish-tip, to Gehenna. This Jesus says you should be afraid of.
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care.[b] 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
Instead of God being the one we should be in fear of, God is the one we can trust. He is the one we can trust with our lives, souls, bodies, everything. Jesus assures his disciples that they can trust God's sovereignty in their protection or their death. Sparrows were the cheapest commodity sold in the markets (as food for the poor); an assarion was a small coin (one-sixteenth of a denarius, thus equivalent to less than an hour's wage. Yet as worthless as sparrows were to people, God watched over them. "How much more" (following a standard line of Jewish reasoning) may we therefore be assured that nothing happens to us when God is "not looking" (Ps 121:4; compare 1 Kings 18:27-29). This teaching fits the biblical perspective of a God sovereign over history, who knows every hair on our heads (compare Acts 27:34; 1 Sam 14:45; 2 Sam 14:11; 1 Kings 1:52).
32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.
If we faithfully confess Jesus in our witness to others, including before earthly tribunals (Mt 10:17-20), he will also faithfully confess us before God's tribunal, justifying us before him (compare 12:36-37; Jn 12:42; 1 Tim 6:12-13; Rev 3:5). He will also deny those who deny or are ashamed to testify boldly of him (Mt 10:32-33; Mk 8:38; 2 Tim 2:12); we may all be grateful for his mercy on the repentant (Mt 26:34). 
34 “Don’t think it’s my job to bring peace on the earth. I didn’t come to bring peace—I came to bring a sword! 35 I came to divide a man from his father, a daughter from her mother, and a daughter-in-law from her mother-in-law. 36 Yes, you’ll find your enemies inside your own front door.
This is an expansion on Micah 6:7. His prediction was that when God did a new thing terrible divisions would occur. 
This is a confusion passage but Jesus was a radical. He said things that the powerful and those who thought they had religion all sorted out did not like. They killed them because he threaten their power and position. They would try to do the same with his follower. Sometimes this would mean that family members would find themselves on opposite sides of the debate. 
Jesus is not saying pick a fight with your relatives or neglect them. Nor does he say that this will happen to everyone. Many of the apostle took their wives on mission. 
Still some will be convicted that following Jesus will require living in a way that puts them at odds with others. St Francis went off to live simply in order to replicate Jesus life as best he could despite his fathers’ furious objections. Jesus knew that following him was bound to lead to some divisions.

37 “If you love your father or mother more than me, you don’t deserve me. If you love your son or daughter more than me, you don’t deserve me. 38 Anyone who doesn’t pick up their cross and follow after me doesn’t deserve me. 39 If you find your life you’ll lose it, and if you lose your life because of me you’ll find it.

This is about priorities. Our first allegiance needs to be to God himself. Not even family should come before him. 
As Jesus ministry progresses his words move from invitation to challenge. Come to me all you who are burden and weary and I will give you rest is highly invitational. Take up your cross and follow me is about as high challenge as you can get.
We all have hopes and ambitions; our own desires. Most us prefer comfort to persecution, pleasure over pain. Jesus is pretty clear that the path to real life is through self denial and surrender. 
It is so easy to lose our life chasing the things of this world. Money, sex, power are the old gods that are demanding and damaging and lead us to a kind of hell on earth.
Jesus came to begin to establish his kingdom; a new way of being God’s people; those who liked the old way were likely to fight back; but those seeking a new way should both be comforted by God’s love and care and no that the way is not going to be easy. 
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Group 1
24 “The disciple isn’t greater than the teacher; the slave isn’t greater than the master. 25 It’s quite enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave to be like the master. If they called the master of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ think what they’re going to call his family!
What is Jesus trying to say? 
Group 2
26 “Don’t be afraid of them. Nothing is hidden, you see, that won’t come to light; nothing is secret that won’t be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light, and what you hear whispered in your ears, announce from the roofs of the houses.
Why do you think Jesus thinks this is a reason not to be afraid?
Group 3
28 “Don’t be afraid of people who can kill the body, but can’t kill the soul. The one you should be afraid of is the one who can destroy both body and soul in Gehenna.
Who do you think Jesus is speaking about?



Group 4
9 How much would you get for a couple of sparrows? A single copper coin if you’re lucky? And not one of them falls to the ground without your father knowing about it. 30 When it comes to you—why, every hair on your head is counted. 31 So don’t be afraid! You’re worth much more than a great many sparrows.”
What about these words do you find most encouraging and why?
Group 5
32 “So: everyone who owns up in front of others to being on my side, I will own them before my father in heaven. 33 But anyone who disowns me in front of others, I will disown that person before my father in heaven.
Who’s are we? Does this stand out for you or the warning?
Group 6
34 “Don’t think it’s my job to bring peace on the earth. I didn’t come to bring peace—I came to bring a sword! 35 I came to divide a man from his father, a daughter from her mother, and a daughter-in-law from her mother-in-law. 36 Yes, you’ll find your enemies inside your own front door.
What is your experience or the most obvious application?


Group 7
37 “If you love your father or mother more than me, you don’t deserve me. If you love your son or daughter more than me, you don’t deserve me. 38 Anyone who doesn’t pick up their cross and follow after me doesn’t deserve me. 39 If you find your life you’ll lose it, and if you lose your life because of me you’ll find it.
These are familiar words, but what is Jesus getting at?


