Psalm 100
A psalm. For giving grateful praise.
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
2     Worship the LORD with gladness;
    come before him with joyful songs.
3 Know that the LORD is God.
    It is he who made us, and we are his[a];
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving
    and his courts with praise;
    give thanks to him and praise his name.
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
    his faithfulness continues through all generations.

First three songs
Psalm 116
1 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
    he heard my cry for mercy.
2 Because he turned his ear to me,
    I will call on him as long as I live.

Spend some time in prayer at your tables.
What shall I return to the LORD
    for all his goodness to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD
    is the death of his faithful servants.
16 Truly I am your servant, LORD;
    I serve you just as my mother did;
    you have freed me from my chains.
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
    and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD—
    in your midst, Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD.[a]

Communion
This passage leans into the themes of covenant relationship and kingdom responsibility. The Lord is good and in a prophetic hint at the future – I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the Lord. God cares for his people and especially those who suffer for him. He frees us from chains of sin that hold us in slavery. 
Our response is to fulfill our vows to the good and faithful God.
Jesus leans into all of this on the night on witch he betrayed proclaiming this is my body given to you unto death. I am the special servant who has loved you my friends and will give my life for you.
This is the cup of salvation and it is my blood shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
He asks us to remember him and call on his name.
Lord we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
Yet in your faithfulness you forgive us and invite us to not only try again but to live into our calling as beloved children of God. You are forgiven
We remember you. 
Help us to always live by practicing your presence.
Take the bread and eat. Proclaim him as Lord
Jesus is Lord.
Take drink the cup and proclaim him as saviour.
Jesus is Savior.
Truly hearing the good news our hearts respond with worship
My Hope is Built
Exodus 19:2-8
New International Version - UK
2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, ‘This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.’
7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said.’ So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.

Again we see covenant relationship and kingdom responsibilities. You are my treasured possession; obey my commands. It is exactly what Jesus said: If you love me you will obey my commands. 
The thing is this is not just any old person. This is the King of world the creator of the universe who wants to be your friend; who invites you into his loving family. You are a beloved child of God. 
Again this makes me want to respond in worship.

I will worship you

Matthew 
35 Jesus went around all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, announcing the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he felt deeply sorry for them, because they were distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, “There’s plenty of harvest to be had, but not many workers! 38 So pray the master of the harvest to send more workers to harvest his fields!”
The Twelve are sent out
10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him, and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out and to heal every disease and every sickness.
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles. First, Simon, who is called Peter (“the rock”), and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector, James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean; and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed him).
5 Jesus sent these Twelve off with the following instructions.
“Don’t go into Gentile territory,” he said, “and don’t go into a Samaritan town. 6 Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, declare publicly that the kingdom of heaven has arrived. 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse people with skin diseases, cast out demons.
“You received without cost; give without charge.
9 Don’t take any gold or silver or copper in your belts; 10 no bag for the road, no second cloak, no sandals, no stick. Workers deserve their keep.
11 “When you go into a town or village, make careful inquiry for someone who is good and trustworthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 When you go into the house give a solemn greeting. 13 If the house is trustworthy, let your blessing of peace rest upon it, but if not, let it return to you. 14 If anyone won’t welcome you or listen to your message, go out of the house or the town and shake the dust off your feet. 15 I’m telling you the truth: it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.”
16 “See here,” Jesus continued, “I’m sending you out like sheep surrounded by wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes, and as innocent as doves.
17 “Watch out for danger from people around you. They will hand you over to councils, and flog you in their synagogues. 18 You will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as evidence to them and to the nations. 19 But when they hand you over, don’t worry how to speak or what to say. What you have to say will be given to you at that moment. 20 It won’t be you speaking, you see; it will be the spirit of your father speaking in you.
21 “One brother will betray another to death; fathers will betray children, and children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who holds out to the end will be delivered.
23 “When they persecute you in one town, run off to the next one. I’m telling you the truth: you won’t have gone through all the towns of Israel before the son of man comes.”

Last week we looked at a passage and asked what was the trouble or difficulties the people were facing and what is the grace Jesus offers. 
Other questions you might bring to the text are:
What is the invitation – what is invitational about what is being said?
What is the Challenge? – That sounds difficult Jesus.
Or the weave of the waft and the warp of the scriptures:
What is indicating covenant relationship and what is about Kingdom responsibilities?


Read Through it again at your tables…
What is the challenge?
What is the invitation?
What part indicates covenant relationship?
What part Kingdom Responsibilities?

Going on a road trip generally requires quite a bit of preparation. Car maintained and fuelled up? Water and food? Money for the trip? Accommodation sorted? And that’s not going too far off the beaten track.
If you are going hiking in the wilderness you need to think about so much more. Back packs, Tents, sleeping bags, food, cooking equipment, emergency equipment, first aid, warm whether gear. 
And what if something holds us up and stops achieving our travel goals? Rain, floods, fire, breakdowns, WW3?
There is this great Bluey episode where the family are going on a road trip. But Dad (Bandit) is worried about being caught behind “Grey Nomads”. Everything is going well until an unexpected but urgent extra toilet stop. After that the family finds themselves stuck behind a “grey nomad”. Bandit is frustrated and worried about being late and the trip taking so much longer, until he notices that the kids have found a fun game to play in the back seat and don’t care that the vehicle is travelling slower. As a result they make another unexpected stop. This time at the Big Peanut where everyone has a great time.
Something similar is going on here..
1. We see Jesus going around the countryside preaching the Kingdom of God and healing the sick.
Jesus is the model that the disciples are to follow. Watch how I do it. Now go give it a go yourself.
2. Jesus allows compassion to be his driving motivator
3. He encourages us to pray
We asked the question last week about is prayer our first port of call. Do we got to prayer as our automatic first response to a problem. I know that I often do not. But, Jesus encourages his disciples to first pray for the harvest; the harvest being people who would hear and respond in this case.
Prayer is not part of the work prayer is the work.
4. Jesus gives them authority over unclean spirits and sickness
5. Then they are named. Remember they are as failed a group as you and me. Peter will deny Jesus; Judas will betray Jesus; all of them will run away
6. He sends them first to the ones you would think should be most receptive. 

He warns in other places about throwing pearls before swine. In other words if someone wants to be argumentative; is closed off; unreceptive maybe look for more receptive soil. Someone who is receptive and interested.
7. Then he gives them there great task: proclaim the eternal and complete reign of Christ Jesus; 
8. heal the sick by the power of Jesus; 
9. Cast out demons
This is our great task too. We might experience the reign of Christ in a partial way, a now and not yet kingdom of God theologians call it. But our task is to proclaim that Jesus is Lord. He has one a great victory over all evil, spiritual powers, and all earthly representatives. His kingdom is one of peace and love and grace as opposed to violence, power, pleasure and money. 
Prayer is the key that is supposed to equip us for praying for healing and confronting demons. It’s Covenant relationship and identity that compels us to live into our kingdom responsibilities.
10. Jesus invites them to trust wholly on God
One of the reasons I think we so rarely see miracles is because we so rarely put ourselves in a position where we need one. We have money; talent; comfort; safety. In fact it is virtually unfathomable to us that we should risk our own comfort let alone safety. Middle class culture tells us that comfort and safety are paramount virtues. Jesus asks us to trust God.
But there are things in this passage that we need to wrestle with in a way that humans are supposed to show there humanness that is bring a theological framework to the passage or some particular verses and make moral framework; create and ethical system. It is easy to treat individual verses as if they law, take them literally and not wrestle with the larger issues that we supposed to wrestle with.
Should we always leave without our wallet? No that’s not the point. We are supposed to not only read but interpret and apply to our own setting. 
This is the very human task of moral reasoning. His law will ne on our hearts right?
Did the disciples always go out without money from then on? No. because it is not just about finding individual verses and universalising them but making meaning and asking what would Jesus do? What would the values of Jesus have us do?
When we ask questions like trouble and grace; invitation and challenge; covenant and kingdom they are tools to help us do that.

Slavery North and South
Souv thern Baptist and women pastors
11. Find a person of Peace
Finding a person of peace is one of those things we should all be on the lookout for. This translation says good and trustworthy person. Let you peace rest on them.
Missiologist talk about a person of Peace being someone who is not open but:
1. Likes you
2. Listens to you
3. Help and serve you

12. Stay – Mission often becomes more effective over time. As relationships and trust builds.
13. Build trust through noticing; listening and serving our way into conversations
Look for strengths or for pain; listen for where people have had an experience of God and ask them about that; be the person who is known as the servant of all.
14. Be prepared to count  and pay the cost
Sometimes following Jesus and living out a missional life can be costly and dangerous. There may well be opposition and persecution. You may lose friends or family. Now to be frank such has been the influence of the values of the kingdom of god on larger culture we have grown used to living in a tolerant society. In Australia at least we are less likely to be dragged off before magistrates and tribunals. But you can be sure that enemies of the gospel will attempt to use every legal (and some not so legal) to opposed the proclamation that Jesus is Lord. If we are going to find ourselves before the courts lets make sure it is for proclaiming good news and not just some culture war issue that comes and goes like the wind.

15. God has you – Again though God promises to be with you and give you what you need to say. Again this is based around relationship. It is being able to hear the voice of God. We are his sheep and know his voice. 
Remember God loves you and has promised to never leave of forsake you.
16. The task is urgent
Jesus says that they won’t get to all the towns before the Son of Man comes. As we have seen before this word can mean come of go. It is likely a reference to Daniel 7:12. The Son of Man comes in his glory by being seated at right hand of the ancient of days or God’s right hand. 




