Sermon Outline
‘This Little Light of Mine’ - A Royal Priesthood
Welcome to Churches of Christ Sunday where we take one Sunday to remind ourselves of our heritage and distinctiveness.
One distinctive is our concentration on the priesthood of all believers. It is far from unique to Churches of Christ but we do emphasise it more than most.

Big Idea
As God's royal priesthood, we are invited to receive His grace, belong to His people, and reflect His light in our everyday lives.

Introduction
I met James in the campground. He was a guy traveling around Australia with no fixed address. We invited him to share our fire and he readily agreed. We cooked and he contributed to the meal. As the night progressed we shared stories and more and more of our life. He shared his philosophy on life and his loose spirituality and then asked what I thought and I shared about a gospel message of Jesus as king of the world and a great spiritual battle where evil deceptive forces had been struck a fatal blow at the cross but continue to thrash about and cause trouble for this world.
James grew quiet for a moment and shared about his own experiment with Christianity and how his whole life and spun out of control. In that moment I was able to offer both condolences for the way he had been treated and some insight into the spiritual battle for his soul. 

Transition into the familiar words:

"This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine."

Ask the question:

What is the light we're actually letting shine?

7Introduce the ‘Priesthood of all Believers’ as one of the Churches of Christ distinctives.

While that phrase isn't found directly in Scripture, it comes from Peter's description of the Church as a royal priesthood. Today we'll explore what Peter meant and what that looks like for us today.

1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV)
"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy."

Peter is writing to both Jewish and Gentile believers and intentionally echoes God's words to Israel in Exodus.

Exodus 19:3-6 (NIV)
"Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, 'This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'"

Before Israel received the Law... Before they entered the Promised Land...God reminded them who they were. A treasured possession. A holy nation. A kingdom of priests.

What does a Priest do? A priest represents God to others. God's people were always called to reflect Him to the nations.

Peter reaches back to this same calling and says that through Jesus, this invitation now belongs to the Church.

1. Chosen
Everything begins with what Christ has done. Identity comes before activity.

We are Chosen. Rescued. Redeemed. Welcomed.

Romans 12 reminds us:

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy... offer your bodies as a living sacrifice... this is your true and proper worship."

Our lives become worship because of what Christ has already done. That’s the "Therefore", The "In View"

As we remember what Christ has done for us, we remember what we carry.

We are not important in and of ourselves, but Jesus, who is the great High Priest, has chosen us to bear his light.

It’s not our role to save people. It is our role to point people to Jesus who can save them.

This little light of mine, is actually Jesus light shining through us.

2. Connected
You are chosen and so is the person beside you.
Turn to the person beside you and remind them: you are chosen.

God has always formed a community of people, not isolated individuals.

Earlier in 1 Peter (2:5), believers are described as living stones being built into a spiritual house.

The Living Stone and a Chosen People
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house[a] to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

We each bring different gifts. Different experiences. Different callings. We have different places where God has positioned us.

Together we reflect the character of Christ. The Church isn't ysimply something we attend, it is a people who together reveal Jesus to the world.

Together our little lights become a big light. (the bible describes it like the bright lights of a City on a Hill).

3. Commissioned
The word commissioned naturally reminds us of the Great Commission. It can also remind us of the commissioning of artwork. An artist is commissioned to create something beautiful.

As God's people, we are commissioned to reflect Christ, wherever He has placed us. Homes. Schools. Universities. Workplaces. Hospitals. Neighbourhoods. Sporting clubs, Coffee shops. On every street.

You have been commissioned to be God's priest there. God’s representative there.

As Christ continues His work in us, people begin to notice less of what’s wrong with us, and they start to notice what’s right with us.

They notice the Light of Christ in us and it looks like Hope. Patience. Kindness. Generosity. Grace etc

1 Peter 3:15
"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have."

We won't always have every answer. But we do know Jesus. We know what He has done. What He is doing. And what He can do in the lives of others. Our role is simply to point people towards Him.

Closing
Return to the image of This Little Light of Mine.

When this service is over, we will stop being the church gathered and we will go back to being the Church scattered.

The royal priesthood will leave the building.

God's people will carry His light into homes, workplaces, schools, neighbourhoods and every street.

Reflect
What is the light you are shining?
What does is mean for you to be 
Chosen
Connected
Copmmissioned
What is one practical step you can take to be God’s Priest this week?
Invite the congregation to stand as a sign of being commissioned. Send them out with this Commissioning Prayer.

Commissioning Prayer
Heavenly Father,

As we stand before You today, we demonstrate a desire to be Your hands and feet in our community. Take our gifts, talents, and passions and anoint them to be a blessing to those we encounter throughout our day. Empower us by Your Holy Spirit to love and serve as Jesus would in our homes, workplaces, schools, and communities. May Your light shine through us to illuminate dark places with the love of Jesus. As we go, remind us You go with us.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
