1. Romans 32
2. What advantage, then, does the Jew possess? What, indeed, is the point of circumcision? 2 A great deal, in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with God’s oracles. 3 What follows from that? If some of them were unfaithful to their commission, does their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? 4 Certainly not! Let God be true, and every human being false! As the Bible says,
So that you may be found in the right in what you say, and may win the victory when you come to court.
3. 
5 But if our being in the wrong proves that God is in the right, what are we going to say? That God is unjust to inflict anger on people? (I’m reducing things to a human scale!) 6 Certainly not! How then could God judge the world? 7 But if God’s truthfulness grows all the greater and brings him glory in and through my falsehood, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not “do evil so that good may come”—as some people blasphemously say about us, and as some allege that we say? People like that, at least, deserve the judgment they get!
4. 
Have you ever been given the responsibility of delivering something? A message; a present; something valuable? 
I was at the Police station a few months ago and a detective was investigating some stolen packages. Some delivery man had been entrusted with delivering them but possibly some had been siphoned off, kept by delivery driver.
Of course, when you are entrusted with making a delivery the package or message is not for you but for who you are to deliver it to. That’s what the first part of chapter 3 is about. The Jews had been entrusted with a message – the oracles of God for the all the nations of the world. They were supposed to demonstrate; proclaim and live out the message that God was the God of the entire world. But they failed in every respect instead went around boasting and feeling great pride that they were the messenger.
Paul uses the word oracle here deliberately I’m sure. While the Jews understood the words of God as the Law, pagans were always interested in oracles that is a message, advice or prophecy delivered by a prophet or priest on behalf of a god.
6.
So even though they were faithless God remained faithful. Faithful to his promises. Paul quotes Psalm 51:6 in verse 4 which is one of the great penitent Psalms where it acknowledges that humans are in the wrong and God in the right.
However, there is a limit to that picture because that’s what Job thought. He and his companions thought that in the great spiritual law court it was God verses Job. Job thought he was in the right and God in the wrong and his companions thought Job must be in the wrong and eventually God said no! I’m the judge. 
We don’t Sin against God. We do sin, we sin against each other, love and value sin in thought word and deed. But God is the just judge.
Of course, when humans are unfaithful it only makes God’s faithfulness shine brighter, but Paul is clear that this is not a good reason to sin.
At the moment Paul is just setting up his arguments that he will address in more detail in chapter 9: What will become of Israel? Has God been true to his promises? Is He just? Why does He still condemn people?
7.
 9 What then? Are we in fact better off? No, certainly not. I have already laid down this charge, you see: Jews as well as Greeks are all under the power of sin. 10 This is what the Bible says:

No one is in the right—nobody at all!
11 No one understands, or goes looking for God;
8.
12 all of them alike have wandered astray,
together they have all become futile;
none of them behaves kindly, no, not one.
13 Their throat is an open grave,
they use their tongues to deceive,
the poison of vipers is under their lips.
14 Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness,
15 their feet are quick when there’s blood to be shed,
16 disaster and wretchedness are in their paths,
17 and they did not know the way of peace.
18 They have no fear of God before their eyes.
9. 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it is speaking to those who are “in the law.” The purpose of this is that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be brought to the bar of God’s judgment. 20 No mere mortal, you see, can be declared to be in the right before God on the basis of the works of the law. What you get through the law is the knowledge of sin.
10.
In this section Paul leans into the picture of a court of law. Courts are generally things we try to stay out of. They are about black and white and judgments and determinations of guilt and innocence. In Pauls day they were common events held in public. Daily courts determined disputes between neighbours and people doing business. Someone would be declared justified and in the right and the other condemned. Everyone come to see what was going on in small tight knit communities. 
For Paul gentiles were guilty, not knowing the law and Jews guilty by not upholding the law they knew. In an ancient court you would put your hand over your mouth if you had no more to say in your defence. Sometimes a court official would strike a witness if he thought what you were saying was untrue or outrageous. This happened to Jesus in John 18 and Paul in Acts 23.
Jews and gentiles are both guilty as charged of sin and under its power. Sometimes the way Paul uses Sin it is personified “The Sin”. Paul sees sin as not just something we do but a power with a life of its own. For Paul sin is an evil force at work in the world (more in chapter 7).
Here though Paul lays out his charge against the Jews; and everyone else. In Chapter 2 you will remember he makes a list of sins. Here he quotes a number of verses from the Psalms and Isaiah.
Each of these when read in context is a charge against the wicked and then a reminder that God will rescue the vulnerable who are helpless before evil. It is a reminder that God’s covenant faithfulness to fulfill His promises; his rescue is close at hand.
11.
Talking to the Jews he says you can’t be declared to be in the right or “Justified” by the works of the law. Sometimes this has been read as all good works that we try to use to justify ourselves and I’m sure that that is also true but Paul was talking about keeping all the parts of the law including making sacrifices etc.
12.
His argument is that if a Jew appeals to their covenant status signified by the possession of the law the law will say, “But you broke me.” We know what is sin because of the law. Or because we have been told. Appealing to the law would be like appealing to the very policeman who caught you red handed. On a final day of judgment knowing what was right but doing wrong might even count against you. 
13. 
21 But now, quite apart from the law (though the law and the prophets bore witness to it), God’s covenant justice has been displayed. 22 God’s covenant justice comes into operation through the faithfulness of Jesus the Messiah, for the benefit of all who have faith. For there is no distinction: 23 all sinned, and fell short of God’s glory— 24 and by God’s grace they are freely declared to be in the right, to be members of the covenant, through the redemption which is found in the Messiah, Jesus.
14. 
Paul through this section uses a then common back and forth, conversational way of arguing. It can seem confusing legal argument until….BUT NOW! Dannah! New evidence is about to be introduced into the court scene. Will it exonerate the accused?
15.
See some people were wondering in Paul’s day as they do today, was God just a big failure. He created the world good and it just kept going from bad to worse people rejecting Him and his way.
Is God fulfilling his role as just judge? Why does it seem so many people call out for help yet don’t seem to receive it? And to add to the complexity – Not only have all people failed but the very people who were supposed to show God’s faithfulness had themselves become part of the problem.
Paul has already given us an answer to this problem in 1:17 saying that God’s justice is unveiled in the gospel. So how is God’s righteousness; justice or covenant faithfulness (different ways of attempting to say similar things), how is it shown?
God had covenanted with Abraham that through his family he would deal with problem of the sin caused by Adam. Given that they had failed, how was God going to be faithful to His promise?
The Pharisees understood the problem and wanted through ever increasing rules to force obedience. They knew that God couldn’t rescue a disobedient Israel without being accused of partiality. But Paul has already told us that God is impartial.
So when Paul talks about God’s righteousness he is talking about a whole range of attributes that includes how God will fulfill his covenant promises. 
And now, declares Paul, the gospel of Jesus of Nazareth, Israel’s Messiah, demonstrates how God has solved all these problems at a stroke. The faithful death of the Messiah unveils, the way in which the one true God has been true to the covenant and has provided the answer to a world gone wrong, and to humans lost in sin and guilt[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: Romans Part 1: Chapters 1-8 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 53.] 

…in the Messiah Jesus, God has found the way to be true to his original promises. Jesus, as Israel’s representative, has offered the faithful obedience which Israel should have offered but did not. The Messiah is the messenger who finally delivers the message[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: Romans Part 1: Chapters 1-8 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 47.] 

Jesus might be the Jewish Messiah but his work is “apart from the law” or it would only apply to those “under the law” that is the Jews. 
God fulfilled his covenant promise to Abraham through one of his offspring. It was not abandon one plan and start again but to fulfill his promise in a surprising way – through the “Faithful Israelite”. The one who would offer God faithful obedience, that Israel had failed to do, was in fact God’s own son – Jesus.
And this Messiah represents His people so that what is true of Him is true of them also. Jesus was faithful and we should have faith in Him. And as Paul will say here and in Philippians 2 the decisive obedience is “even unto death”.
16.
The result of this is ‘redemption’. According to Paul we all, Jew and gentile needed redeeming. This is a technical term that usually referred to buying a slaves freedom. You can redeem an item from the pawn broker but the slave was the picture Paul likely had in mind. 
What God did for Israel at the Exodus He now does for the whole world. We are freed from slavery. So, we have been Justified, accused but declared to be in the right. And we were slaves who’s freedom has been bought. But even more than that says Paul you have been declared as being a member of God’s covenant people. That is, we are declared to be in the right far ahead of the judgement on the last day. 
To see how Jesus death does this we need to read the next 2 verses. 
17. 
25 God put Jesus forth as the place of mercy, through faithfulness, by means of his blood. He did this to demonstrate his covenant justice, because of the passing over (in divine forbearance) of sins committed beforehand. 26 This was to demonstrate his covenant justice in the present time: that is, that he himself is in the right, and that he declares to be in the right everyone who trusts in the faithfulness of Jesus.
18. 
Paul repeats a phrase that here has been translated as “to demonstrate his convent justice” The first time was about God dealing with sin. The second is that God is right in his declaration about the status of his renewed people. 
How?....Well we get this statement about the death of Jesus. 
He adds to his theme of redemption; This time he uses temple sacrifice themes; God puts Jesus forth the way the priest in the temple placed the shewbread on the alter. (Lev 24:8)
Paul combines this with picture with a word that describes an item of furniture in the temple – the mercy seat or place of mercy. This was the place between the wings of the angles where God met with his people in mercy and forgiveness. 
What Paul is saying is that Jesus is now the place and the means by which God meets with his people in mercy and forgiveness. 
Finally, Paul talks about the mechanism of forgiveness saying it comes through the shed blood of Jesus placing Jesus sacrificial death at the very centre of God’s plan.
Paul clearly sees the temple as a signpost pointing to Jesus; his death and resurrection. All of this, including the passing over of sin, is to demonstrate God’s faithfulness. 
19.
But that brings us to a final meaning of the mercy seat – Propitiation. God could not and would not just ignore sin. Sin itself had to be judged and punished. God was just and righteous.
By talking about the mercy seat Paul is suggesting that not only are the people purified from sin and reconciled to God but that the anger of God has been turned away from sin. An anger and judgement that would otherwise fall on the sinner. 
God’s anger at sin has been satisfied in the person of Jesus at his death and that through that same death, those that place their trust in Jesus are justified by faith or declared righteous. The final verdict at the end of time has been brought forward into the middle of history. 
It’s like a court case where the verdict is already decided before the case has ever been heard. 
Remember what philosophers of Paul’s day struggled with: How can God be just; fulfill his covenant promises; judge sin; and rescue the helpless who call on him?
Answer = In the death of Jesus God has shown himself (1) to be in the right in dealing properly and impartially with sin; (2) to be faithful to the covenant; (3) to have dealt properly with sin; and (4) to be committed to saving those who call out in helpless faith.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: Romans Part 1: Chapters 1-8 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 59.] 

Or maybe: because Jesus was the faithful Israelite; those who put their faith in Jesus are themselves declared faithful.
Courtroom scene
21
Communion
Jesus on the night he was betrayed declared this is my body broken for you; take eat and remember me.
And then he took the cup and said, “This is my blood shed for forgiveness of sins.” Take it and dink in remembrance of me.


