· Romans 6:1-5
· What are we to say, then? Shall we continue in the state of sin, so that grace may increase? 2 Certainly not! We died to sin; how can we still live in it? 3 Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into the Messiah, Jesus, were baptized into his death? 4 That means that we were buried with him, through baptism, into death, so that, just as the Messiah was raised from the dead through the father’s glory, we too might behave with a new quality of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection.
Most Christians who have been around a while will know 2 things about Romans 6
1. Well if where sin abounds grace abounds all the more so. Why not just sin all the more so? Certainly Not!
2. And the end verse – The wages of sin are death but the gift of God is eternal life.
In both cases people place take these to be talking about the individual believer and how we shouldn’t keep on sinning after coming to Christ. And that’s absolutely true. But it kind of misses the bigger argument that Paul is making.
When Paul is writing Romans he is thinking about both the individual believer and the fact that God is doing something bigger in this world: new people; kingdom of God; law on hearts; freedom; new inclusive Israel but with the old task of reflecting God back into the world.
· Synopsis slide
Context – Is that Paul is being critisised by the Judaisers, the Jewish believers in Christ who thought that gentiles should be circumcised and obey the Law. The criticism is, “you can’t say that grace is a free gift. People will just behave however they want in that case.”
· But imagine for a minute the Prodigal after a few months he thinks well that was fun. Dad was so good. Even by brother puts up with me. I could just take a few things and go and have a good time for a few weeks and then come back and have another party. 
Most of us think about that story and think. What an ungrateful sod. Of course that’s a real possibility if he’s and addict or an alcoholic. Sin so easily entraps us; enslaves us. Things we thought were servants: alcohol; money; sex; pleasure; porn; success; exercise become demanding masters. Slave drivers.
· Paul gives us a couple of pictures
Death to sin – baptism pictures red sea and freedom form slavery, cleansed, death to old life
Paul is reframing the promise to Abraham and repeated to Moses that He will free His people from slavery. Paul is making the work of Jesus in us, the more complete fulfillment of that promise.
Many Jews were looking for a new exodus and freedom from Roman oppression – some still are in a way. Paul reframes this as freedom from slavery to sin. 
For Paul this has been the big picture plan for Israel all along. 
So, to the person who says God loves me as I am so I had better not change – No! He loves you too much to leave you that way.  As a Christian you have moved from one type of humanity – Adam’s type into a Messiah type – You die and rise again with the Messiah – You are born into a new people - a messiah people.
A key theme for Paul is that the Messiah is representative of his people and what is true of him is true for them.
This is acted out in a physical and symbolic way; an outer representation of an inner reality in baptism. We are dying to an old way of living and the control of sinful desires and raised to a new life. A new status. A new identity.
Identity the key to obedience.
Grace doesn’t excuse sin it offers us mercy; new life; new family; justification; reconciliation.
When someone marries, they become a new family with new identities and new responsibilities.
Paul talks of a seed being planted to grow in place. You have been planted into Jesus that you may live his resurrected life.
It is foolishness to want to go back to an old life; to sin that once satisfied. That’s like the children of Israel wanting to go back to Egypt.
· 
6 This is what we know: our old humanity was crucified with the Messiah, so that the bodily solidarity of sin might be abolished, and that we should no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 A person who has died, you see, has been declared free from all charges of sin.
8 But if we died with the Messiah, we believe that we shall live with him. 9 We know that the Messiah, having been raised from the dead, will never die again. Death no longer has any authority over him. 10 The death he died, you see, he died to sin, once and only once. But the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way you, too, must calculate yourselves as being dead to sin, and alive to God in the Messiah, Jesus.

· Ever read Tarzan? Brought up by apes he acts his best to be an ape but when he meets humans all sorts of human possibilities arise – speech; tools and inventions; human society. He begins to discover who he really is.
Paul wants to remind his readers who have been brought up amongst sinful Adam like people that they have a true identity as Messiah People. You have a new identity.
Sometimes you hear people say – this was said a lot when I was a boy – I did something wrong because of the “Old Man” in me or Adam in me. Paul scratches his head at these statements and says “ The old man was crucified” Only one person ever came back from death by crucifixion. How did yours do it?
 He says you were once enslaved to sin. Did you put yourself back in chains to it?
· See verse 7 sin no longer has a claim on you.

Of course, we do still sin and sometimes it doesn’t feel like I’m free of its hold. 
· When Lazurus or others were raised from the dead they were raised back to their own bodies. When Jesus was raised he was raised into a new kind of body. Still physical but more dynamic and robust.
We have to live into that by faith. We have been raised into a new identity but not yet a new physical reality. We experience the Kingdom of God in a now and not yet way.
· But Paul uses a word here used in bookkeeping: Calculate. As you calculate the figures you become aware of what was true all along. Your business made a profit. That has always been true but you didn’t know for sure until you did the calculations.
Paul tells us to do the calculations. Sure, we are not actually sinless but by faith we have been justified; put on the right side of the ledger. We remind ourselves of the truth that the reality is we a Jesus people by his death and resurrection. And we have been baptised into that reality.

· Imagine you are a peasant farmer in the middle ages. You have a landlord who is a tyrant. They tax you and turn up unannounced to take from you. If you can’t pay, they beat you or do horrible unspeakable things to your family. You often give him more than he deserves just because of the fear of reprisal. They enlist you in their petty wars where you have to go and fight and risk injury or death often for nothing more than to soothe the injured ego of your Lord.
· One day in the nearby village you meet the righteous lord from across the valley. You have met him before and know he is admired by everyone. You plead your case and he suggests that there is always a place on his lands. You relocate your family and settle into building a new house on another plot of land. (while the landlord was away or he would have tried to stop you)
But one day the Old Lord turns up and starts trying to bully you into still paying him. He believes you belong to him regardless of where you are living. Fear fills your bones and very nearly paralyses you. But you have the backing of the new righteous Lord. You tell your old Lord you don’t owe him anything and you won’t be paying him another cent. You are no longer his.
· 
12 So don’t allow sin to rule in your mortal body, to make you obey its desires. 13 Nor should you present your limbs and organs to sin to be used for its wicked purposes. Rather, present yourselves to God, as people alive from the dead, and your limbs and organs to God, to be used for the righteous purposes of his covenant. 14 Sin won’t actually rule over you, you see, since you are not under law but under grace.
· Christianity is not just another way of being religious. 
Bob Dylan wrote – You have to serve somebody. It might be the devil or it might be the Lord but you gotta serve somebody
Sin is a tyrannical Lord – it enslaves people to ways of thinking and acting and being that are destructive to themselves and everyone around them. Sin is not a bit of harmless fun. Today we often call this kind of slavery to sin – addiction. I don’t want to do it but feel powerless to stop.
The word So. Often translated therefore links the two passages – what is the therefore there for?
You have done the calculation and are in the right; in a new family; reconciled; justified. You have crossed the valley onto the other side of the river. You are subject to a different Lord.
You are baptised – Martin Luther when tempted used to yell out “ I am baptised”.
When we are tempted we need to remind ourselves “I belong to a new family; a new people; I am of the Messiah”
Our mind, will, emotions, memory, imagination are to be put at the disposal of God not sin. We are to think and act as people who have crossed the boundary; gone through the waters of baptism and been raised a new person.
Apparently, Paul sees the Law as a part of an old way of being. An Adam way of being and as he will note elsewhere the law was powerless to stop us from sinning and just highlighted sin within us. But this is a way of Paul saying – you are under new jurisdiction. The old Lord has no authority over you.
Finally, my old Lord realising that he can’t threaten me anymore and get away with it. Can’t steal from me or enslave me resorts to defaming my new Lord. You will hate it here; he’s a tyrant all the rules, you can’t do this and must do that; you never have any fun here and everyone will reject you and you’ll die lonely.
But as he rides away you wife reminds you that the new Lord is good and gracious. He is of a royal line. 
For us it the reminder that the lord we serve is Jesus: the God whose very character is grace and being love. 
· 
15 What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Don’t you know that if you present yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you really are slaves of the one you obey, whether that happens to be sin, which leads to death, or obedience, which leads to final vindication? 17 Thank God that, though you once were slaves to sin, you have become obedient from the heart to the pattern of teaching to which you were committed. 18 You were freed from sin, and now you have been enslaved to God’s covenant justice. 
· 
19 (I’m using a human picture because of your natural human weakness!) For just as you presented your limbs and organs as slaves to uncleanness, and to one degree of lawlessness after another, so now present your limbs and organs as slaves to covenant justice, which leads to holiness.
In the previous picture we voluntary moved from one Lord to another. In this passage we have been freed from slavery to sin. Paul is very keen to emphasise that being freed does not mean doing whatever you want. This was the charge regularly laid against Paul by Judaisers – If you call this a free gift of grace people will cast of all restraint and go wild. (funny because today we often see Paul cast as a strict moralizer).
Paul knows life doesn’t work that way: just because you pass you driving test and are set free to drive on the road doesn’t mean you can drive however you like. In fact if everyone drove without any guidelines no one could drive anywhere.
So Paul says you have been freed from sin and its dreadful consequences into slavery to life and righteousness. Obedience to sin is death. Obedience to obedience leads to life.
But this freedom was bought for you with a price: the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
When a slave was set free they had to be purchased. The had to be redeemed. We can redeem by buying something back like something in “hock”.
*
Coventant purposes or justice are ways of talking about being in the right or righteousness. On the personal level it is a declaration. On a bigger level it is about what God does to make humans and the world right. 
You can and will live into a new level of righteousness because God is putting the world right and in right relationship with Himself. But the how this happens is shown in 17 –
·  it is a new heart. It is an internal transformation that is then lived out. 
You have a new family and new identity; redeemed from slavery; justified; a new lord; reconciled; judged to be on the right side of the ledger – justified.
· 
20 When you were slaves of sin, you see, you were free in respect of covenant justice. 21 What fruit did you ever have from the things of which you are now ashamed? Their destination is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and enslaved to God, you have fruit for holiness. Its destination is the life of the age to come. 23 The wages paid by sin, you see, are death; but God’s free gift is the life of the age to come, in the Messiah, Jesus our Lord.
Daniel Boone once said that he had never been lost just geographically confused for a few hours. 
My brother Clayton in Dublin
Me in Canada drove right through the stop sign on school bus. Good idea once I knew. 
Guidelines for Christian living are not there to squash us into a miss-formed shape of who we are not. They are designed to help us to live into the way of being a new kind or true kind of humans.
They are the rules of the road. And it matters which road you take. Take the wrong road it leads to a cliff or a bog. 
Donkeys need carrots and sticks and sometimes people look at it like that but that is to miss the point. Some behaviours have consequences. Others make life full and whole. Ultimate punishments are not arbitrary but natural consequences of actions chosen.
You earn by hard living the wages or consequences owing to you. But the grace of freedom from slavery to sin is free gift.
*
But think for a moment about the phrase age to come. It’s looking forward to the coming kingdom of Christ after his return again. Resurrected bodies and New creation; no more tears. The Lion will lay down with the lamb.
For a 1st Century Jew there were 2 ages. This present age and the age to come. This present age was one filled with wickedness and but the age to come was the one where God would eventually triumph.
That future is God’s gift – eternal life.
Romans 6 gives us a framework for thinking about why Christian behaviour matters and how to put it into practice. It reminds us that we are redeemed – bought with a price from slavery to sin. Paul doesn’t ask us to do some restrictive moral practices but gives us a framework and reason for genuine Christian holiness.
*
Reflect


